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Augustana College

Rock Island, Illinois
MINUTES
Faculty Senate
October 31, 2002 – 11:30 a.m.
Science Building, Room 102

1.

The meeting was called to order by Chuck Hyser, chair, at 11:43. Roll was taken.
Members unable to attend: Michael Finnemann, Gary Mann, Peter Xiao, Kevin Geedey, and
Rebecca Wee.
Excused absence: Peter Kivisto, Jayne Rose, Esteban Loustaunau, Ritva Williams, Laura Greene,
David Crowe, Michael Wolf and Jamie Nelson.

2.

Upon a motion by Darrin Good and seconded by Jeff Coussens, the minutes of the October 10,
2002 were approved.

3.

Report from Advancd Standing and Degrees – Mike Kirn
Mike Kirn made motion to recommend the candidates for the fall term (20021) graduation.
Seconded by Jim Winship and was approved.
Mike Kirn made motion to recommend the following graduation standards for magna cum laude
(a G.P.A. of 3.75) and summa cum laude (a G.P.A. of 3.90).
Seconded by Dona Dungan and was approved.

4.

Discussion regarding: Homecoming Weekend Exams from the Faculty Handbook
Chuck Hyser noted that several faculty had raised questions about the policy of prohibiting tests
on the Friday before and the Monday following Homecoming. He opened the topic for discussion.
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•
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Lou Belby suggested that if the policy were retained, it would be helpful for faculty to receive
a reminder.
Mike Green asked whether anyone could explain why Monday was included.
Jeff Coussens voiced his opposition to the policy, but suggested that if it were retained it
would be helpful to fix the week.
Cecelia Vogel suggested that Monday was included in the policy because there was too little
time to study over Homecoming weekend.
Mike Kirn recalled that before 1987, only Friday was included in the policy. During an
attempt to get rid of the Friday exception, Monday had been added, but Friday was also
maintained.
Karin Youngberg expressed her opposition to the policy.
Lendol Calder asked if tests were prohibited, why were papers allowed. He argued that the
policy was archaic, reflecting only more traditional means of students assessment.
Joe McDowell offered a motion to rescind the policy altogether. The motion was seconded
by Jeff Coussens.
Roger Crossley offered a compromise of dropping only on day. He contended that Friday
would be the better day to drop so as to circumvent a tendency to move back the days of nontesting further in the week.
Dan Lee asked what responsibility the Senate had to notify the rest of the faculty of an
intention to rescind the policy. Since the policy was part of the faculty handbook, one should
ensure that proper governance procedures were followed.
Chuck Hyser observed that the Senate is empowered to make the motion, although someone
could move to make this to a full faculty discussion.
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Dan Lee responded that another option would be to tell the full faculty that this will be
discussed at the next faculty meeting.
Lou Belby observed that the problem with fixing the days of no testing is that they must
coincide with a home game, and the football schedule varies from year to year. He also
supported the idea of following the governance procedures outlined in the faculty handbook.
Bill Hammer noted that for that matter, we have a new handbook which the faculty has not
voted on.
Al DeSimone said that Homecoming is a moving target, making it hard to fix the date. He
agreed that Monday need not be associated with Homecoming, since there are no Sunday
activities.
Jon Clauss observed that many graduates return for Homecoming. He therefore contended
that Mondays should be exempted, but Friday should not.
Janis Lonergan suggested facetiously that Friday class be cancelled.
Darrin Good voiced support for eliminating the policy, but he argued that if we eliminate
only one day, it should be Friday. As for the issue of why papers were allowed but exams
were not, he said that papers could be written ahead of time, whereas one needs to prepare for
test until that last moment.
Tom Brown said he thought Lonergan’s suggestion should not be regarded as facetious.
Many schools cancel a day of classes for Homecoming. He suggested we should decide if it
is a class day or not. If it is, then all the usual class activities should be able to be held on that
day. He voiced support for McDowell’s motion, but thought it perhaps best to vote it down
for now until the proper procedure for changing the policy and the handbook was clarified.
Rowen Schussheim-Anderson suggested that one cancel Friday, but make it a Thursday
schedule.
Dan Lee favored the motion because he favored local autonomy (i.e., the autonomy of class
and instructor), and he was against limiting academic activities out of consideration for
activities outside the class. If Homecoming is an exemption, he asked, why not choirs and
other activities? He made a motion , seconded by Bruce McCart, to postpone consideration,
since the issue of governance must be cleared up. Two voice votes produced unclear results
and Lou Belby called for a vote by hand. The motion to postpone was then defeated.
Joe McDowell observed that even if his motion passed, the issue could be raised again in the
full faculty, which has the power to overturn the Senate’s decisions.
Dean Jurasek noted that although “the faculty” is supposed to approve certain issues, it is
common practice for the Senate to act on the faculty’s behalf on occasion. For instance, the
Senate had just approved the degrees, although that was something the faculty handbook said
should be done by the faculty. Drawing a parallel, he concluded, McDowell’s motion could
be voted on by the Senate.
Karin Youngberg suggested that perhaps this should be referred to full faculty to meet the
spirit of the law.
Tom Brown then questioned which body had originated the policy.
Richard Ballman moved to call, and Don Erickson seconded. A voice vote was taken, and it
was decided that the Senate would indeed vote on McDowell’s motion to rescind the policy.
Tom Brown then asked if the motion carried in the Senate, would that be sufficient to change
the policy?
Chuck Hyser replied that the full faculty can reverse any decision taken.
Lou Belby read the handbook’s relevant section, which said that the Senate may change
policies.
A voice vote was taken, and the motion to rescind the policy prohibiting tests on the Friday
before and the Monday following Homecoming was carried.

With no other Business or announcements the Senate adjourned at 12:09 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted
David Ellis and Sharon Varallo
Secretaries

